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bank of the Hai south of Kala Haji Fahan ; the Flying Corps
was to bomb the Shumran bridge. On the 14th, on the left
bank, the 1st Corps was to continue to bombard Samiaiyat and
was to be ready to assault the position if ordered to do ?o by
General Maude; on the right bank the 3rd Corps was to
advance to the Hai and to operate in a north-westerly direc-
tion to clear the east bank of the Hai south of Ivala Haji
Fahan; in addition, it was to be prepared to clear the enemy
from the right bank of the Tigris between Sinn Banks and
the Hai, should the opportunity offer itself, and to secure its
flank and rear from Arab incursions. The Royal Flying
Corps was to carry out reconnaissance and artillery co-opera-
tion duties.
This plan was carried out successfully. The enemy was
completely surprised by the night march of the Cavalry
Division, which reached Basrugiyah at 0600 hours on the
14th, and by the advance of the 40th Infantry Brigade (3rd
Corps) wich reached Atab at 0545 hours. During the day,
the 3rd Corps pushed forward. By nightfall it had established
touch with the enemy's defences at the Khadairi Bend and at
the Hai Salient, while the Cavalry Division had reached
Kala Haji Fahan, moved out towards Shumran and had
withdrawn again to bivouac at Atab. The whole operation
was then completed by linking up the old British front line
with the new, and by occupying the old Turkish trenches
which ran west from, the Dujailah Kedouht, in order to
secure the right and left flanks of the 3rd Corps advance.
All this was accomplished at the cost of only five hundred
casualties. That night 14/15th December, the Turks dis-
mantled the Shumran bridge and began to tow it up-stream
but., under a heavy and continuous bombardment from the
air, the tows broke away, with the result that for the next
three days the enemy was without communication by bridge
across the Tigris.
On the 15th, the 3rd Corps and the Cavalry Division con-
tinued operations and gained the information that the
defences at Khadairi and at the Hai Salient were strongly
held, but during the 15th, 16th, and 17th, little ground wa"s
gained. However, by the 18th, the 3rd Corps had reached
the line Immam al Mansur—Atab—Kala Haji Fahan and had
consolidated its gains; the Sannaiyat, Kut, and Hai Salient
defences had been heavily bombarded; six bridges had been
built across the Hai, and the extension of the light railway
from Sinn Aftar to Atab had been begun.
By these operations General Maude secured a firm hold on

